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Mayor Dr Felicity-ann Lewis

President

Australian Local Government Association
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DEAKIN ACT 2600

Dear Mayor Dr Lewis

Thank you for your letter of 25 August 2014 to the Attorney-General,

Senator the Hon George Brandis QC, seeking the Australian Government’s response to
motions arising from the 20™ National General Assembly of Local Government. The
Attorney-General has referred your correspondence to me, as I have portfolio responsibility
for emergency management.

As you are aware, a Productivity Commission inquiry into natural disaster funding
arrangements is currently underway to examine the full scope of national expenditure on
natural disasters. In particular, the Commission has been asked to provide options for
achieving an effective and sustainable balance of natural disaster recovery and mitigation to
build the resilience of communities.

The effectiveness of all aspects of the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements
(NDRRA), including Categories C and D as requested by North Burnett Regional Council, is
within the scope of the Commission’s inquiry.

The Productivity Commission has recently released its draft report on natural disaster funding
arrangements, which is available at <http://www.pc.gov.au/projects/inquiry/disaster-
funding>. The Commission has invited public submissions on the draft report by 21 October
2014, and will also be holding public hearings at various locations determined by participant
demand. This consultation will inform the Productivity Commission’s final report to
Government at the end of 2014.

I note that the Australian Local Government Association has already provided a submission
to the inquiry detailing local governments’ concerns regarding the current disaster funding
arrangements, including concerns specific to the NDRRA, and I encourage you to continue to
engage in the inquiry process. Further details on how to respond to the draft report or register
your interest in appearing before a public hearing are available on the inquiry’s webpage.

With respect to the motion submitted by Mitchell Shire Council on the National Insurance
Affordability Initiative, you will likely be aware that the Government has ceased funding this
initiative, as per the 2014-15 Budget. Funding support for disaster mitigation is, however,
one of the key focuses of the Productivity Commission inquiry into natural disaster funding
arrangements, and the inquiry’s report will inform the Government’s approach to mitigation
funding options.
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Finally, with regard to the motion moved by Etheridge Shire Council concerning drought
assistance, I have received the following advice from the Department of Agriculture, which is
responsible for drought policy.

The action officer for this matter in the Attorney-General’s Department is Samantha Ward
who can be contacted on 02 6141 2912.

Thank you again for writing on this matter.

Yours sincerely

AL by

Michael Keenan



